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Welcome! 
Welcome in the name of the Risen Christ to the Anglican Church of 
St Thomas the Apostle, in the village of Kefalas, on the island of 
Crete.  
 
We are a congregation or “chaplaincy” of the Diocese in Europe, a 
part of the Church of England, one of several in Greece. Through our 
bishops we are part of the worldwide Anglican Communion, a 
network of some forty autonomous churches around the world. In 
this congregation we are a gathering of many nationalities – mostly 
British, Canadian, American, and Irish, but we are also from across 
Europe and beyond.  
 
We normally celebrate The Lord’s Supper, which is also known as 
Holy Communion, Holy Eucharist, the Mass, the Breaking of the 
Bread, and the Holy Liturgy. In it we read scripture and reflect on it, 
bring our concerns to God in prayer, and celebrate the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus just as he commanded his disciples in the 
Last Supper.  
 
The Church of England practices an open table. All who are baptised 
and take communion in their home church are welcome to receive 
at this, the Lord’s Table.  
 
We offer both the consecrated bread and wine. One may take both, 
or one or the other. We respectfully ask that you do not intinct (dip) 
the bread in the wine, as it has been determined that this is not the 
most hygienic. It is the theology and practice of the Church of 
England that although both the Body and the Blood of our Lord 
must be offered, the full sacramental benefits are received even if 
one partakes in only one kind.  
 
If you are in the area for a while or plan to return, please consider 
joining us again and get on our e-mail list; contacts are listed on the 
back of this booklet.  
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Introduction to the Season 

The Great Fifty Days of Eastertide form a single festival period 
in which the tone of joy created at the Easter Vigil is sustained 
through the following seven weeks, and the Church celebrates 
the gloriously risen Christ: 

Triumphant in his glory now, 
his sceptre ruleth all, 
earth, heaven and hell before him bow, 
and at his footstool fall.   (Fulbert of Chartres) 

Early Christians gave the name Pentecost to this whole fifty-
day span of rejoicing, which Tertullian calls ‘this most joyful 
period’ (laetissimum spatium). It is sometimes also called 
‘Great Sunday’. In those places where the custom of lighting 
the Easter Candle at the beginning of Easter is followed, the lit 
Candle stands prominently in church for all the Eastertide 
services. The Alleluia appears frequently in liturgical speech 
and song; Morning Prayer begins with the traditional collection 
of Pauline texts known as the Easter Anthems, and white or 
gold vestments and decorations emphasize the joy and 
brightness of the season. 

On the fortieth day there has from the late fourth century been 
a particular celebration of Christ’s ascension. He commissions 
his disciples to continue his work, he promises the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, and then he is no longer among them in the flesh. 
The ascension is therefore closely connected with the theme of 
mission. The arrival of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost completes and crowns the Easter Festival. 
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The Gathering 
We stand. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

A hymn is sung. 
 

We sit. After an Invitation to Confession, there is 
silence in which we recollect all the thing we have done 
which we ought not to have done, and left undone 
those things which we ought to have done. Then we 
say one of the following, and then after sing the Kyrie 
Eleison (Lord, have mercy upon us). We may sit or 
kneel for the confession and absolution.  

 

B1 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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B2 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

C1 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us.
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Lord, have mercy.            or 
Christ, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 

   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ have mercy upon us. 

    Lord have mercy upon us. 

 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis (stand) 

All   Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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A Metrical Gloria 

Glory be to God on high, Alleluia! 
Peace to all beneath the sky, Alleluia! 
Praise and blessing now we bring, Alleluia! 
Worship, glory, to the King, Alleluia! 

Praise to Christ, his only Son, Alleluia! 
All our sin has he undone, Alleluia! 
Grant us mercy, Lord, we pray, Alleluia! 
And receive our prayer today, Alleluia! 

For you are the Holy One, Alleluia! 
Who, alone, the victory won, Alleluia! 
With the Holy Spirit, Lord, Alleluia! 
And the Father, glorious God, Alleluia! 

Alexander Crawford, after the ‘Gloria in excelsis Deo’ 
Tune: Easter Hymn (NEH 110) 

The Collect 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer with 
the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding. 
The Collect is said, and all respond 

All   Amen. 
 

If not already seated, we sit.  
After the collect the president or another person may 
informally welcome visitors or those returning after 
absences, and give a short presentation suitable for 
children announcing a theme of the day.  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
The First Reading 
A passage from the Hebrew scriptures is read, at the end of 
which is said:  
This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm 
A psalm or a portion of a psalm is read from the red Psalter.  
 
[The Second Reading 
A passage from the New Testament (other than the Gospels) is 
read, after which is said: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God.] 
 
A hymn is sung. We stand. 
 
 
The Gospel Reading 
As we are able, we remain standing. One of the following 
acclamations heralds the Gospel reading. 
G1 Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the 
bread of life. Whoever comes 
to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty.’ 
John 6.35 
Alleluia. 

 

G2  Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the 
Son and believe in him may 
have eternal life; and I will 
raise them up on the last day.’ 
John 6.40 
Alleluia. 
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G3  Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die.’ 
John 11.25,26 
Alleluia. 

G4 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says 
the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am 
alive for evermore. cf 
Revelation 1.17,18 
Alleluia.

G5  Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 
Alleluia. 
He has defeated the powers of death. 
Alleluia. 
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 
Alleluia. 
He has the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia.

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
(Please Sit) 
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The Nicene Creed 
This creed, was adopted in the city of Nicaea (present day 
İznik, Turkey) by the First Council of Nicaea in 325. In 381, it 
was amended at the First Council of Constantinople.  We 
stand.   
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

or 
Affirmation of Faith 
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
All    who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father.    Philippians 2.5-11 



 12 

Prayers of Intercession 

A member of the congregation leads the people in prayers. 
These responses may be used: 
Lord, in your mercy             (or) 
All   hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 

And at the end 
Merciful Father, 
All   accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  
 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace 
The president may introduce the Peace with a suitable 
sentence, and then says: 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All   and also with you. 
 
Then may be said: Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 
The Preparation 
A hymn is sung, during which the table is prepared, gifts of 
bread and wine are brought forward, and an offering for the 
work of the church is taken up.  
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Prayers at the Preparation of the Table 
 
K1 Creator of all, 
you wash away our sins, 
you give us new birth  
      by the Spirit, 
and redeem us  
     in the blood of Christ. 
As we celebrate the 
      resurrection, 
renew your gift of life  
     within us. 
We ask this in the name of 
Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
K2 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we 
have heard is true. 
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the 
fire that burns within us, 
that we may bring light to 
your world. Amen. 
 
 

K3 
Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the 
breaking of bread. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
K4 
Blessed are you, Lord God of 
all creation. 
In your loving care you spread 
before us the table of life 
and give us the cup of 
salvation to drink. 
Keep us always in the fold of 
our Saviour and our Shepherd, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Blessed be God for ever.
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The Eucharistic Prayer (A) 
 
We stand as the president says or sings 
The Lord be with you         (or) 
All   and also with you. 

The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The president continues by saying or singing  
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in 
all places to give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly 
King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord. 
 
Short Prefaces 
L1  But chiefly are we bound 
to praise you because you 
raised him gloriously from the 
dead. For he is the true 
paschal lamb who was offered 
for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death 
he has destroyed death, and 
by his rising to life again he 
has restored to us everlasting 
life. 
 

L2  And now we give you 
thanks because in his victory 
over the grave a new age has 
dawned, the long reign of sin 
is ended, a broken world is 
being renewed and humanity 
is once again made whole. 
L3 And now we give you 
thanks because through him 
you have given us eternal life 
and delivered us from the 
bondage of sin and the fear of 
death into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God.
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L4  And now we give you thanks because Christ our paschal 
sacrifice has made us children of the light, rising to new and 
everlasting life. He has opened the gates of heaven to receive 
his faithful people. His death is our ransom from death, his 
resurrection is our rising to life. The joy of the resurrection 
renews the whole world, while the choirs of heaven sing for 
ever to your glory. 
 
At Pentecost    And now we give you thanks that, after he had 
ascended far above all heavens, and was seated at the right 
hand of your majesty, he sent forth upon the universal Church 
your holy and life-giving Spirit; that through his glorious power 
the joy of the everlasting gospel might go forth into all the 
world. 
 
At Trinity    And now we give you thanks because you have 
revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, 
undivided in splendour, yet one God, ever to be worshipped 
and adored. 
 
(Sanctus below) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,        (or) 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth  
     are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy, holy, holy,  
     Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth  
     are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee,  
     O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh  
     in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
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or       Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full 

       full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna,   

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes, 

Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna,   

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
(We may sit, kneel, or stand)  
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
[All   To you be glory and praise for ever.] 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup  
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
[All   To you be glory and praise for ever.] 
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Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
One of these four acclamations is used: 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our    
     death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
 
 

Christ is the bread of life: 
When we eat this bread and  
     drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death,  
     Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 
Lord, by your cross  
     and resurrection 
     you have set us free. 
You are  
     the Saviour of the world. 

 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
[All   To you be glory and praise for ever.] 
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Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
All   Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   (Contemporary Language)
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
or  
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The Lord’s Prayer   (Traditional Language)
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day  
     our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
(or) 
Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
All   we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
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Giving of Communion 
The president says: 
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
The Agnus Dei may be said or sung:  
Lamb of God,                         or 
     you take away  
     the sin of the world, 
     have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
     you take away  
     the sin of the world, 
     have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
     you take away  
     the sin of the world, 
     grant us peace. 

O Lamb of God 
     that takest away  
     the sins of the world, 
     have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God 
     that takest away  
     the sins of the world, 
     have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God 
     that takest away  
     the sins  of the world, 
     grant us thy peace.

or 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 
Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. We may sit or stand. 
 
A Post Communion or another suitable prayer is said. 
 
Then we say one of these prayers 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
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Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
or 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Blessings 
One of these blessings, or another, may be used.  
 
P1 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of 
the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing; and the 
blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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P2 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the 
sheep, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing … 
 
P3 
God, who through the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
has given us the victory, 
give you joy and peace in your 
faith; 
and the blessing … 
 

P4 
God the Father, 
by whose glory Christ was 
raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with 
him in his risen life; 
and the blessing … 
 
P5 
May Christ, 
who out of defeat brings new 
hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; 
and the blessing … 
 
 
 

 
 
P7     God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the 
dead, open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 
Amen. 
 
God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a 
glorious victory, give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the 
risen Lord, empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 
Amen. 
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And the blessing … 
 
A Blessing from Iona 
May the Maker's blessing be yours, 
encircling you round above you, within you. 
 
May the angels' blessing be yours 
and the joy of the saints to inspire you, to cherish you. 
 
May the Son's blessing be yours, 
the wine and the water, the bread and the stories 
to feed you, to remind you. 
 
May the Spirit's blessing be yours, 
the wind, the fire, the still small voice 
to comfort you, to disturb you. 
 
And may my own blessing be yours -  
a blessing rooted in our common pilgrimage,  
the blessing of a friend. 
 
Announcements 
 
A hymn is sung. 
 
The Dismissal 
A minister says 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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